Ledyard — Donald Robert Rolfe, 79, formerly of Ledyard, died Friday at the home of one of his daughters in Placentia, Calif. (3/30/2001)- SSI death records.
He was born Jan. 4, 1922, in Rochester, N.Y. He married Betty Mae Wilbur on July 21, 1947.
He and his wife lived in Ledyard for more than 30 years before moving to California in 1988. They continued to spend their summers in Ledyard.
He served for 23 years in the U.S. Navy as a chief fire control technician before retiring in March 1963. He served in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, during World War II and aboard several submarines, including the USS Solice, the J. Franklin Bell, the Sea Robin, the Corsair and the Abraham Lincoln. He belonged to the Navy Fleet Reserve, the Pearl Harbor Survivors and the Submarine Veterans of World War II.
In addition to his wife, he is survived by a son, Thomas B. Rolfe of Lebanon; four daughters, Linda C. Herman and Donna Walker, both of Ledyard, Patricia Nelson of Enfield and Nancy Schwarzberg of Placentia, Calif.; seven grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.
He was predeceased in 1991 by a son, Richard Rolfe of Ledyard.
The family will announce memorial arrangements at a later date.
“Sailor Rest Your Oar”
