John H. Bruns, Jr.

ELMIRA, NY | John H. Bruns, Jr., a native of New Orleans who 

came to Corning 56 years ago after serving his country in the 

Pacific to rejoin his wife and raise a family and who retired 

from Corning Inc. 40 years later as the company's First 

Engineering Fellow, died on Saturday, September 14, 2002 after 

a brief illness. With him at the end were his wife of 58 

years, the former Jean Ryan of Elmira, and his family. He was 

81.

During World War II, Lt. (jg) Bruns served on the submarine 

USS Sea Robin as the communications officer, for which he 

received the Bronze Star Medal and several combat ribbons. 

Invasion plans for the final assault on the Japanese mainland 

were on board when the war ended.

Bruns joined Corning Glass Works in 1946 and worked his entire 

40-year career in melting research and development. From 1960 

to 1982, he was manager, melting process development and was 

responsible for the development of numerous energy-saving, 

highly efficient melting technologies. One of these 

developments earned Corning the National Medal of Technology 

in 1994 from President Clinton. Bruns retired in 1986 as 

manager, thermal process design and developoment and 

Engineering Fellow.

John Bruns dug his roots in the area deep and wide. He and his 

wife raised six children, educating them at Corning and 

Horseheads schools. He played softball and, for more than 18 

years, coached Little League and Babe Ruth baseball teams in 

Painted Post and Big Flats.

For many years, John Bruns, a resident of Big Flats, served on 

the Big Flats zoning and planning board. In the mid 1970's, he 

was a member of the Horseheads School District's Community 

Advisory Committee and chaired fundraising efforts for the 

Horseheads Chamber Singers. In 1975, he ran unsuccessfully for 

the Horseheads School Board.

John was a member of St. Mary Our Mother Church in Horseheads, 

NY since 1965. He served on its finance committee, and was 

among the parish's first group of Eucharistic Ministers in the 

1970s.

His commitment to education was close to his heart. Each of 

his children knew there was nothing more important to him than 

their getting an education and going to college. On that 

score, he batted six for six, with four obtaining masters 

degrees and a law degree. There was nothing that made him 

prouder as a father.

Then there was his love of baseball. The New York Yankees 

kind. Other than his love for his wife, family and country, 

nothing surpassed it. Not the Giants or gardening or fishing 

or the Republican Party or movies (comedies especially) or art 

museums or engineering or American History, some of the many 

things he loved.

What could possibly explain this Southern-born Yankee's 

life-long love affair with the Bronx Bombers? Was it seeing 

Babe Ruth play during spring training in New Orleans in the 

1930's? Or watching then minor leaguer Mickey Mantle play in 

Oklahoma in the 1940's? No one really knows. It certainly 

wasn't Mantle's bunting ability. Bruns, a devotee of the bunt, 

could never excuse even sluggers like Mantle or Jackson for 

not being able to lay one down.

He was born January 7, 1921 in New Orleans, LA, the son of the 

late John Henry and Odette Monnot Bruns. He was a graduate of 

Tulane University (class of 1943) and attended Naval School at 

Cornell University.

Surviving is his wife of 58 years, Jean; daughter, Odette 

Elizabeth Bruns of Corning, NY; five sons, John Henry III 

(Beth) Bruns of Sarasota, FL, William Ryan (Margaret) Bruns of 

Fairport, NY, Andrew Monnot (Judith) Bruns of Naperville, IL, 

Kevin Timothy (Victoria) Bruns of Potomac, MD and Joseph 

Michael (Jill) Bruns of Columbus, OH; nine grandchildren: 

Jennifer, Todd, Adam, Michael, Bailey, Connor, Matthew, Emily 

and Rosalie; sisters, Heloise Fox of Baton Rouge, LA and 

Carrol Hebert of New Orleans, LA; also several nieces and 

nephews.

Friends may call at the Haughey Funeral Home, 216 E. First 

St., Corning, NY, Wednesday, September 18, 2002 from 2-4 & 7-9 

pm. A Prayer Service will be offered at the funeral home 

Thursday, September 19, 2002 at 9:15 am followed by a Mass of 

Christian Burial & Committal Prayers at 10:00 am, St. Mary Our 

Mother Church, Horseheads, NY. Interment will be in the family 

plot at St. Mary Our Mother Cemetery, Horseheads, NY.

The family would appreciate Memorial Donations be given to: 

Food Bank of the Southern Tier, 945 County Route 64, Elmira, 

NY 14903; Arnot Ogden Medical Center ICU, 600 Roe Avenue, 

Elmira, NY 14903: or Tulane University, 3439 Prytania St., 

Suite 200, New Orleans, LA 70115.

