JOSEPH ELEE BONDS â€™45

Captain Joseph E. Bonds, USN (Ret.), 91,

died on 28 August 2011 at Fleet Landing

in Atlantic Beach, FL. He had been

diagnosed with a brain tumor in May

2011 and died peacefully in his sleep.

â€œJoeâ€� was born on 21 June 1920 in

Tacoma, WA, and moved to Southern

California when he was a year old. After

graduating from Alhambra High School

in 1938, he joined the Navy and served on MISSISSIPPI (BB-41)

and POLLACK (SS-180) before entering the Naval Academy in

1941. He graduated with the Class of 1945 in June 1944 and

made two war patrols in RAZORBACK (SS-394), the submarine

he was with in Tokyo Bay the day the Japanese surrendered in

1945, and in which he served for five years.

Subsequent sea duty included SEA ROBIN (SS-407) and

commands of SEA LEOPARD (SS-483), Submarine Division 42,

COMPASS ISLAND (AG-153) and NEWPORT NEWS (CA-148).

Shore duty included the staffs of the Naval Submarine School;

Commander Submarine Forces, Pacific and Atlantic; Supreme

Headquarters Allied Forces Europe; and Commander-in-Chief,

Pacific. After two years as chief of staff for the Military Sealift

Command, Pacific, he retired on 1 June 1974 in Oakland, CA,

after 36 years of active duty.

Before retiring, Joe obtained his U.S. Coast Guard Merchant

Marine Unlimited Masterâ€™s License, serving as master of numerous

commercial ships, including an oil-drilling ship in the North Sea

and a research ship employing remotely operated submersibles.

His only civilian shore duty was two years as a marine surveyor

for the National Cargo Bureau in Norfolk, VA.

Joe was always happiest when at sea. Over the last 30 years,

he and Marian went on well over 100 ocean cruises all across the

world. In the last year of his life, two especially joyful occasions

were a visit to his old sub, RAZORBACK, now on display at the

Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum in Little Rock; and the

celebration of his 90th birthday aboard a cruise ship off the

coast of Alaska, surrounded by his loving family.

Joe is survived by his wife of 66 years, Marian (sister of Vice

Admiral B.B. â€œBeetleâ€� Forbes Jr. â€™45); daughter and son-in-law,

Christine and Ralph Lipfert â€™66 (son of Captain Ralph G.

Lipfert â€™45) of Scottsdale, AZ; sons, Robert of New Haven,

CT, and Evan of Chapel Hill, NC; five grandchildren; and one

great-granddaughter.

Interment will be in the Naval Academy Columbarium

